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July 2017 | Monthly Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—Reno, NV 

Shepherd’s Voice 

Please stop by the Hearts & Hands Quilters’ 
quilt show at Good Shepherd during Artown: 

• Friday, July 14, 12-6pm 
• Saturday, July 15, 10-6pm 
• Sunday, July 16, 1-5pm 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May your 
worship today inspire and empower 
you for Christian discipleship this 
week.  We ask that you provide your 
name, address and phone number in 
the blue Friendship Register at the 
end of the rows.  We promise not to 
pester you. 
 
We welcome and encourage our little 
people to join us for worship!  How-
ever, child care is available in the 
nursery for your convenience if you 
prefer.  Activity bags for kids are also 
available in the hallway.  A diaper 
changing table is available in the 
nursery bathroom. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the 
Sound Booth. 
 
For information on where to park on 
Sunday mornings, please check the 
second to last page of this newsletter 
or the Welcoming Space table.  
Questions?  Check with a staff mem-
ber or call the office at 329-0696. 
 

 
Information Tables in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regular 
inspiration, updates, and connection 
throughout the week!  ❖ 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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Cover Story . . . 
Our Hearts & Hands quilters will be hosting a 3-day 
free event during Artown.  Details are on page . . . 
The cover picture is from the Blessing of the Quilts 
on May 14. 
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On the Beach 
 

Teenage beauty in the sun 
Bikini clad and oiled til done 
Looks at Grandma in her hat  

And thinks, "I'll never look like that!” 
(Old and Yucky!) 

 
Grandma sitting in the shade 

With liver spots and hearing aid 
Admires the youthful, scenic view 

And sighs, "Some day she’ll be 70 too!” 
(If she’s lucky!) 

 
by Elizabeth Lenz 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
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 A Message from Pr. J. Erik Allen 

“The Times They Are A-Changin” 

In January of 1964, a then 22-year old songwriter, singer, poet and painter released his third album 
under the title, “The Times They Are A-Changin”.  That artist was of course, Bob Dylan.  Recog-
nized as one of his most famous hits, this single would become one of many songs descriptive of 
the 1960s.  And yet, even a quick look at the lyrics would suggest that the words Dylan penned 
over 53 years ago still ring true today.  Could it be that one of the universal truths of life is that, The 
Times They Are (Always) A-Changin?  
 
Based on my reading this past week, this certainly seems to be the case with religious life in America, but just like Dyl-
an’s song, the idea is really nothing new.  The religious landscape in our country continues to change as does the 
make-up of our congregations.  In an article published this week about the decline in numbers in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, religious writer and scholar Diana Butler Bass suggests that the change has less to do with theological 
leanings and more to do with community and connectedness.  She asks congregations to consider, “Are you a congre-
gation that provides a way of meaningful life for people to be able to navigate chaotic times and to be able to connect 
with God, to experience a new sense of the Spirit, to be able to love and be compassionate? That’s what makes reli-
gious communities vibrant, not whether they are liberal or conservative.” 
 
In a culture that dismisses hypocritical stances faster than the Truckee river has been running this year, Diana Butler 
Bass gives us food for thought.  How do we help people experience a meaningful life in Christ in chaotic times?  How 
do we accompany others through change while at the same time realizing we, the church, are changing?  I ran across 
another story that helps illustrate this reality.   
 
A church in a Colorado ski community wanted a youth group.  The problem was that they had no members under the 
age of 60.  The broader community was a resort community full of families passing through on vacation and plenty of 
retirees.  “Ski bums” moved there to hang out after or instead of college, and “going to church” was not remotely on 
their radar.  The retirees were, on the other hand, committed disciples who decided they would pray.  They would pray 
for young people to join them in their Episcopal church. 
 
While at a coffee shop one day the priest, in his collar, was approached by a couple of young men who asked him if he 
was “like a priest.” 
 
“I am like a priest,” he said.  And then the young men asked if he was part of a church that “lets people get together 
when somebody dies.” 
 
“Like a funeral?” he asked.  “Yes,” they said, “A funeral.”  And then they explained that a friend of theirs had overdosed 
and died, and his parents had flown his body back to his hometown before they could say goodbye.  The priest said 
that – if they wanted – they could have a funeral in the church building where he worked.  They accepted. 
 
The priest phoned the church leaders and explained that there would be a guest funeral this coming Sunday after-
noon.  It would be great if they could prepare a meal for their young guests.  Although it might not be easy, they were 
to refrain from staring at or judging their guests.  “They don’t look like church people,” he said. 
 
At the service the friends of the young man took turns telling stories.  And after, the guests enjoyed a home-cooked 
dinner in the fellowship hall served by the church. Eating his first home-cooked dinner in a while, one guest said, “This 
is like eating at my Grandma’s house.  I wish we could do this every week.”  And without missing a beat, one of the 
casserole bakers blurted out, “We can.  We’ll be here next Sunday too, so come for dinner and bring some more 
friends.” 
 
These young men and women will – most likely – never join that church in a formal way.  But prayers were answered 
and the church found its “youth ministry.”  
 
The Times They Are A-Changin—no longer can congregations expect what used to work, to continue on in the same 
vein.  But then again, “getting people to join” or to “be members” has never been the goal—it’s always been about fol-
lowing Christ’s call to love our neighbors and addressing their needs in the chaotic world we live in.  May we continue 
to do this together trusting in Christ’s promise to be with us always! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pr. Erik 
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 By Shaun O’Reilly 
Director of Faith Formation 

July is a month where you can pray for young people at Good Shepherd as they are actively 
forming their faith. We are off to 4th-6th grade camp, middle school camp, and Vacation Bible 
School (K-6th attending, middle school and high school serving and having fun!). What a month!  
Pray for Mt. Cross and the leaders there; pray for safety as we travel; pray for parents to be calm 
and at peace; and pray that our hearts will be open to experience God’s deep love in new ways.  

Kids entering Kindergarten through 6th grade are invited to grow 
with us on the quest to learn and play, from 9am -12pm daily at 
Good Shepherd’s VBS.  This year’s theme is Galilee by the Sea!  
Each day will include exciting learning adventures focused around 
seeing God’s love in Jesus’ time and reaching into our time here and 
now. This unforgettable fun is experienced through stories, songs, 
crafts, games, snacks, and service!   
 
Registration forms (only $20) are on the Welcoming Space table. All 

friends and family members are completely welcome! And, we have 
scholarships for anyone that needs one.  
 
*We would love and appreciate any volunteer help with this im-
portant week for our congregation. Please be in touch if you can 
help - there are SO many different ways to serve with this event!*  
(contact Shaun at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org) 

Middle and High School: 
We are pumped for camps this Summer!  
 

Middle School:— 
SHALOM CAMP -- entering 7th-9th Grade, July 16—21 

We gather with teens from our Synod––all over Northern Califor-
nia and Northern Nevada––and experience the week together. 
Rock climbing, high ropes, crafts, songs, nature time, learning, 
food times, and more.  
 

High school:   
We are hanging out & camping Aug. 18—20 

August 18th - Aces Game, then overnighting at the church. Sat-
urday morning, we’re off to the mountains for hiking, fun, food, 
God’s Country! Worship on Sunday morning, August 20th will be 
at the campsite.  

Kids’ Community and 

Youth Groups Note: 
 

Rally Day is Sunday, August 6th!  

 

*Bring your backpack or school bag to be 

blessed during worship services. 

 

**We will celebrate with Root Beer floats, 

as we float on into the fall programming.  

2017-2018 Confirmation! 
Middle School Families!! 

We begin our fall programming with a student 
and parent meeting on Thursday evening, Au-
gust 3rd. There's dinner, information, and fun 
too. This is for 7th and 8th graders and at least 
one parent, guardian, grandparent, godparent, 
or someone else like that. Please RSVP to 
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. Your questions 
are welcome too.  

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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Invitation to Adult Bible Classes 
 

Tuesdays | Noon—Join this Bible class led by the upcoming Sunday’s 

preaching pastor at noon on Tuesdays in the Ministry Center.  Feel free to 
bring your lunch. The coffee’s on us.   

 
Thursdays | 3pm—Here is another opportunity to study God’s Word with this 

self-led group.  Join us on Thursdays at 3pm in the Ministry  Center.  All are 
welcome!  

Adult Faith Formation Sunday morning group (at 10am) is coming 

back mid-September. Stay tuned! 

Thank God for Volunteers!      
By Deanna Gaunt 
 
Elizabeth Lenz announced to our staff this past 
month that it was time to retire as a  church “counter.”   
 
When I began working at Good Shepherd in 1990 as 
the youth director, I met Vonnie Kirk, our church secretary.  Along with 
Elizabeth, she taught me some of the finer points about church office 
environment and working with volunteers.  Every Friday without fail, Eliz-
abeth Lenz would come to the office and fold and staple the church bulle-
tins.  Elizabeth had been around a lot longer than I had but I knew she 
was a very capable and amazing woman already through meeting and 
working with her children as professional musicians in the community 
and at UNR.  Yet, here she was . . . stapling bulletins.  Every Friday.  
You could tell it was a meditative experience for her.   I’m sure she was 
praying, too . . . although she always had the time to counsel me through 
any difficulties or share a story. 
   
That’s not all — she also organized the assembling, folding and stapling 
of the church newsletter before the days of fancy copiers that could do 
the work of volunteers.  This was a big job every month and vital to our 
communication system before the days of email and websites.   
 
She also coordinated the church “counters.”  These are the folks that 
account for the Sunday church offerings each week.  It’s also a big and 
important job and it is the final volunteer position that Elizabeth is releas-
ing at the age of 95. 
 
Elizabeth was also active in women’s ministries and still is a fantastic 
baker.  You are lucky if you are the winner of a pie or cake or cinnamon 
rolls baked in her kitchen.  Each Christmas she would bring the staff 
Kahlua Hot Fudge or Carmel Sauce.  It has become such a hit in my 
family’s circle that I now make about 36 jars of it each Christmas for 
friends and other co-workers!   
 
What I admire about Elizabeth is her understanding of the importance of 
volunteering even in the unglamorous areas.  Her faithfulness to be pre-
sent each and every week inspires me.  She “walks wet” - living out her 
baptismal promises.  Her love for Good Shepherd has filled this church 
with God’s love, grace and joy. 
 
We honor you, Elizabeth!   

What’s a Pew Pal? 
 
This month another of our key worship vol-
unteers retires as a Pew Pal.  Thank you, 
David Thyse! 
 
David has been one of our Pew Pals who 
come into the worship space each Friday 
morning at 9:30am to tidy our space for 
Sunday worshipers—refill pens and enve-
lopes, refill Friendship registers, tidy hym-
nals and tend to “order” in the pews. 
Jeanne Johnson and Marcia Kringle join 
him for this task and also make coffee for 
the coming week.   
 
We would love to train a few more folks 
to share this task now that David is retir-
ing. If you have questions or are interested 
in volunteering in this area, call (329-0696)  
or email either Maribeth or Deanna:  
 
Maribeth: maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 
Deanna:  deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
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Let’s go to the Aces Game together!  August 18 

 
 

Aces Game Tickets must be reserved by Sunday, July 23rd. 

 
 

Hey batter, batter!  Our annual church outing to the Aces ballpark 
is Friday, August 18

th
 at 7:05 pm. They are facing off against 

the Sacramento River Cats! Tickets are $12.00 each.  If you 
would like to attend, place your ticket order forms and checks 
(made payable to Good Shepherd, memo line “Aces Game”) in 
the specially marked collection box on the Welcoming Space ta-
ble by Sunday, July 23

rd
. 

If you are displaying a quilt for the show . . . 
Please bring any quilt that you have arranged to show in 
our quilt show to church by next Sunday July 9.  Please 
have your name on it somewhere so we know it is 
yours.   The show will be July 14 15 and 16. 

News from the Hearts & Hands Quilters 
 
First of all, we want to thank the congregation for your generous support with donations during the quilt blessing on 
Mother’s Day to help us ship our 70+ quilts to Minnesota for distribution by Lutheran World Relief.  Thank you very 
much.  The cost of shipping is substantial, and we so appreciate your donations. 
 
We also want to remind you that we will be hosting a three-day free event in our building as part of Artown.  The dates 
are Friday, July 14 from 12-6pm; Saturday, July 15 from 10-6pm; and Sunday, July 16 from 1-5pm.    We will display our 
Mission Quilts for the community, as they were displayed on Mothers’ Day, in the Worship space.  In addition, we will be 
displaying 40 quilts that belong to members of the congregation including several antique quilts, some art quilts, and 
some specialty quilts.    
 
We will also be displaying the two “Opportunity Quilts” that many 
of you have already seen and may have purchased a ticket for in 
hopes of winning one.  The drawing will be held in the final hour 
of Sunday’s Artown event.  Proceeds from the Opportunity Quilts 
will be used to buy more fabric and batting so we can keep on quilt-
ing!  As members of the congregation, you will be able to view the 
displays on Sunday after church.   If you missed the chance to 
buy tickets for the Opportunity Quilts, you may do so on July 
9th or July 16

th
 or contact a quilter!    

 
We could use a few agile volunteers (a ladder may be involved) 
to help us hang the quilts on Monday, July 10 or Tuesday, July 
11, starting at 10am.  Please let Judi Hein (775-750-2347) know 
if you can help. 

Artown at Good Shepherd! 

Heritage & Hope Quilt Show 



    Shepherd’s Voice, July 2017, page 7 

 

 
 
 
 
The Movie Group  

We are on hiatus for the sum-
mer. We will start back up in 
September. 

Part-Time High School Youth  
Minister Wanted to Assist  

the Director of Faith Formation 
For details, please contact Pastor Amy Allen 

at pramy@goodshepherdreno.org or 
Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith Formation,  

at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. 

Your governing board recently spent time discussing important work that goes 
on at Good Shepherd as we do at each governing board meeting.  We debate, 
discuss, question, look at the budget, glance at the clock, make a motion only to 
repeat the above several more times.  What is important to know is that every 
member comes to the meeting with a smile, a warm greeting and no hidden 
agenda.  It is rare to work with a group of people who not only care deeply for 
our church, but who respect, listen and honor the talents and ideas of each per-
son on this board.  I am so honored to serve with this group of dedicated people. 
 
Part of being a member of our congregation is being aware of all the activities 
that go on at Good Shepherd.  Please look for our new literature stand coming 
soon in the Welcoming Space.  This stand will replace the large conference ta-
ble. 
 
As our church continues to grow and change, let us continue to love and support 
each other.  We do not always agree, but I see the kindness, respect and love 
throughout our congregation which is what makes Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd the perfect place to journey with fellow Christians as we learn about 
our Lord and Savior.   

2017 Governing Board 
 

• Ron Lembke, President 

       ronlembke@gmail.com 
 

• Lou Mendes, Treasurer 

       lounkaren@aol.com 
 

• Lori Bigham, Secretary 

       lbigham@bighamconsulting.com 
 

• Nicole Guyette, Member at Large 

       guyetten@gmail.com 
 

• Denise Kolton, Member at Large 

       bdKolton@gmail.com 
 

• Mel Cone, Member at Large 

       melcone@melcone.com  

 By Denise Kolton 
Governing Board Member 

Oldies Choir July 23 
 
It has been our tradition for 
several years to have a 
“Oldies Choir” sing during one 
Sunday in the summer.  This 
year we have made that date 
July 23.  If you have ever 
sung in the choir here at Good 
Shepherd or have a desire to 
sing and be a part of a “one 
performance only” choir, 
please come be a part of this tradition!   
 
The song will be familiar and the choir will sing one piece.   
 
Rehearsal will be in Shepherd Hall from 10:15am-
10:45am on July 21.   
 
See the sign up sheet to let us know how many chairs to 
set up!   
 
Last time we exploded out of our little choir area!   

Property Acquisition Update: At our last congregational meeting those in attendance voted to authorize the governing 
board to move forward in investigating the purchase of the 527 California Ave property, currently owned by Attorney 
Geoffrey Giles. In contact with Mr. Giles we learned that he feels the property is worth approximately $750,000. Since 
this number is significantly higher than the $350,000-$400,000 appraisal of the property, the Board determined that it is 
not wise to pursue further negotiations at this point. Thank you all for your patience and openness to exploring this possi-
bility. Sincerely, The Governing Board 

mailto:PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:ronlembke@gmail.com
mailto:loukaren@aol.com
mailto:lbigham@bighamconsulting.com
mailto:guyetten@gmail.com
mailto:bdKolton@gmail.com
mailto:melcone@melcone.com


Spotlights 
We have been blessed with amazing youth 
at Good Shepherd!  Here is a brief look at 
our graduating seniors along with some of 
their thoughts on what Good Shepherd 
means to them. 

I just graduated from 
Spanish Springs High 
School with the Honors 
and Advanced Diploma.  I 
will be attending University 
of Nevada, Reno in the fall, 
majoring in Community 
Health Sciences: Kinesiol-
ogy and minoring in Gerontology.  I’d like to 
thank my family and friends for helping me 
get to where I am today. I also wants to 
thank Good Shepherd for being such a great 
support system and for helping keep me on 
the right track for success. I have worked in 
the nursery and have loved the experiences 
from taking care of all of the cute kiddos. 
I was baptized and confirmed here at Good 
Shepherd and have grown along with the 
other graduates. Good Shepherd has been 

a place I can be my-
self and not be 
judged; it has been a 
place that is safe and 
a place that I call 
home.   

Ciara 
Hornbarger 

I will be attending Uni-
versity of Nevada, Re-
no in the fall and ma-
joring in journalism. 
Good Shepherd has 
always been an im-
portant part of my life and has shaped me 

to become who I am to-
day. I am blessed to 
have gotten to know the 
amazing people from 
Good Shepherd, and I 
have learned a lot from 
church. Even though it 
was a pretty far drive 
every Sunday from 
Spanish Springs, I 
wouldn't have wanted to 
go anywhere else to 

learn more about my faith. I'm happy to 
have known these girls who are also grad-
uating with me throughout the years in 
church. I will always remember how fun 
confirmation was with them every Wednes-
day and going on our retreats together. 
Getting confirmed with them was a special 
time just like now. I wish them all the best 
of luck in the future. Thank you Good 
Shepherd for everything these past years 
and I won't become a stranger. 

Grace 
Gribble I just graduat-

ed with honors 
from Wooster 
High School, 
and this sum-
mer I’m head-

ed to the University of Nevada, Reno to 
study my true passion of photography and 
other liberal arts. I’m very much looking for-
ward to the well-rounded education I’ll get at 
UNR while following in the footsteps of my 
three older siblings. My mom and dad 
brought me to Good Shepherd from my ear-
liest days; I was baptized and confirmed 
here. Being part of this church has helped 
me grow up and become 
a self-possessed person, 
which helped prepare me 
for graduation. Thank you 
to all my friends and men-
tors for watching over me 
during my journey so far. 

Marjorie 
Williams 



I graduated from McQueen High School with an 
honors and advanced diploma. I plan on attending 
Boise State University in the fall. I will be majoring 
in biology and will see what the future holds with 
the path of a biology major! (I am thinking of a ca-
reer in forensic anthropology but 
who knows!) I plan to open my 
mind to all the possibilities Idaho 
will provide me and go with the 
flow. A new adventure awaits in 
Idaho but good old Reno can nev-
er be replaced. Speaking of Reno, 
Good Shepherd has helped de-
velop me as a person and my re-
lationship with God. Good Shep-
herd has always been encourag-
ing and supportive of all the deci-
sions I have made and it's nice to have that type of 
reassurance as a teenager. It has been a place 
where I can seek wise advice and the people there 
have prepared me for the journey ahead. I am 

deeply thankful for everything 
that the church has provided 
as well as the opportunities 
I've had a chance to participate 
in. I'm excited to see what God 
has planned!  

 

 

 

I will be attending 
UNR this fall with 
plans to major in 
Political Science 
and minor in 
Spanish and to 
eventually attend law school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I graduated from 
Reno High School and will be attending 
UNR this Fall. 

Carly 
Kahl 

Lydia 
Albrecht 

Kaleb 
Lancaster 

Congratulations Graduates! 

Highlights from  
Pentecost  
Worship  

and  
Confirmation 

Sunday, June 4 
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Hearts & Hands Quilters 
Mon., July 10 & 17, 9:30-1pm, Shepherd Hall 

For more information, contact Sue Landrith at (775) 425-1751   
or landlsjj@charter.net. 

 
RIC Team Meeting 

Tuesday, July 11, 10:30am, Ministry Center 
 

Justice Huddle 
Tuesday, July 11, 5:30-7:30pm 

The group will be meeting at Barbara Gruenewald’s house this 
month.  For more information or directions to Barb’s house, con-
tact Pr. Amy at PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org. 

 
AMMPARO Team Meeting 

Wednesday, July 12, 6:30pm, Ministry Center 
 

Quilt Show for Artown 
July 14, 15 & 16 at GoodShepherd 

For more information including times, please see page 6. 

 
Green Team Meeting 

Tuesday, July 18, 6pm, Ministry Center 
 

OWLS Dinner 
Wednesday, July 19, 5pm, at La Posada Real 

For more information, email Linda Fearnley at 
lfearnley209@gmail.com. 

 
Matthew 25 Meeting 

Wednesday, July 19, 7pm, Ministry Center 
 

Women’s Coffee Club 
Friday, July 21, 9:15am at Perk Up 

The Women’s Coffee Club will be meeting at Perk Up Coffee 
Shop, 310 S. Arlington Avenue in Reno.  Join us for ICED coffee 
in July! 

 

Northern Nevada Pride Parade 
Saturday, July 22 at 11am (meetup at 10am) 

For more details, please see page 11 

 
Garden Clean Up Day 

Saturday, July 29, 8:30am 
 

RIC Book Club 
Wednesday, August 2, 6:40-8pm, Ministry Center 

This month the group is reading Unchristian: What a New Gener-
ation Really Thinks about Christianity and why it matters by Da-
vid Kinnaman. 

 

 
 

2017 Hiking Schedule 

 

July 8—Thomas Creek Trail 
July 22—Deer Lake 

August 5—Tahoe Rim Trail 
August 19—Incline Flume Trail 
September 9—Jamison Lake 

September 30—Peter Grubb Hut 
October 14—Marlette Lake 

October 20-22—Bodega Bay in  
Sonoma County, California 

 
For more information, contact Lisa Mays at 

NVfirechick@me.com or 775-745-0840 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
Saturday, Sept. 23, 

9:30am, Sparks Marina 

 
 

This year Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd will 
participate for our second year in the annual Reno-
Sparks area Walk to End Alzheimer's at 9:30am 
on September 23rd at the Sparks Arena. We join 
Good Shepherd member Rita Akao and her family on 
the "A Team" to honor Rita's husband, Henry, and all 
those in the fight against Alzheimer's. To sign up to walk 
and/or make a donation to our team, please visit:  
http://act.alz.org/goto/A-Team. 
 
For more information or if you're interested in helping 
out with the team, please contact Rita Akao at 
rita1242@gmail.com or Pastor Amy Allen at               
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org. Even if you're unable 
to walk, there are still other ways you can help us raise 
awareness and funds in our congregation. Every person 
and dollar counts and advances the care, support, and 
research efforts of the Alzheimer's Association.  

Hot August Pipes  
Organ Concert 
by David Brock 

Saturday, August 26, 7pm 

An Evening of Chamber Music 
The Aurelia Chamber Players 

Friday, July 21, 8pm at Good Shepherd 
Admission is free but donations will 
be appreciated!  The musicians in-
clude several members of the Lenz 
family. They will be performing pieces 
from Brahms, Mozart, and more. 

mailto:landlsjj@charter.net
mailto:PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:lfearnley209@gmail.com
mailto:NVfirechick@me.com
http://act.alz.org/goto/A-Team
mailto:rita1242@gmail.com
mailto:pramy@goodshepherdreno.org
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2nd Mile Giving—Sunday, July 16 

Benefits GoodShepherd’s Clothes Closet 

 

Every month on the third Sunday, we take a special  offering 
called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over and above the 
regular offerings received.  Each month we focus on a differ-
ent ministry in our Synod.  

 

The July 16 offering will be distributed as follows:  

•  1/3 to Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet 

•  1/3 to serve poor people locally (Project Lazarus)   

•  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide (ELCA Hunger     

     Appeal)   

Northern Nevada Pride Parade and Festival returns to Re-
no on Saturday, July 22!  This is the sixth year of the pa-
rade, and the fourth year for the festival held at Wingfield 
Park.  Last year, over 7,000 people attended the festival 
and over 35 members and friends of Good Shepherd 
marched in the parade.  What a wonderful witness to 
Reno's LGBTQ community!  Yes, God's grace and wel-
come is extended to all!  We invite you to consider joining 
us for the march again this year, or perhaps for the first 

time. The parade will travel down California Avenue to Arlington Avenue and Wingfield Park, right past our church doors!   

The parade starts at 11am, at California and Hill St.  We will meet there at 10am for line-up.  Be sure to wear your purple 
shirt, a hat, and carry water and sunblock. 

We also need representatives from Good Shepherd to take turns as Hosts at our church's meet-and-greet booth at the 
Festival, which runs from noon to 6pm.  Last year, we had many curious individuals stop by to ask about our church, and 
the dialog was mutually satisfying.  Many of these folks still carry with them the memories and experience of being turned 
away by the church.  It is so important that they see a place of welcome, inclusion and affirmation in our presence. 

If you would like to participate in the march and/or festival booth, please sign up in the welcoming space.  Further ques-
tions may be directed to Rachael Pitts or Kent Kubista.  More information about the festivities may be found at https://
www.northernnevadapride.org/parade. 

Reformation 500  

Underwear and Sock drive  
 

We're joining with other Lutheran churches in our area to 
collect socks and underwear as a service project to com-
memorate the 500th year of the start of the Reformation. 
 
Our goal is to collect 500 pairs of men’s new underwear 
and 500 pairs of men’s new white socks gathered collec-
tively from the churches from now through Reformation 
Sunday, October 29.  Drop off your socks and undies in the 
Welcoming Space in the specially marked bin with the little 
green man wearing flamingo underwear!   
 
We'll report the totals from Good Shepherd to Lord of Mercy 
who is coordinating the drive.  They will count everything 
and take the items to the Good Shepherd's Clothes Closet 
for free distribution to those in need.  THANK YOU! 

Throughout the month of July we will be high-
lighting the ministry of the Good Shepherd’s 
Clothes Closet (an independent ministry located 
downtown on Record Street) in a variety of 
ways. All month long we will continue our Refor-
mation 500 collection of socks and underwear to 
benefit GSCC.  
 
In addition, on Sunday, July 16th, 1/3rd of our 
second mile giving offering will benefit GSCC. 
And on Sunday, July 30th, Chris Rhodes, Exec-
utive Director of Good Shepherd Clothes Closet, 
will be giving the sermon at all three services.  
 
As a way of showing our support for this im-
portant ministry and our thanks to Chris for shar-
ing his time and his faith with us, in addition to 
the socks and undies, let's work to fill our 
Good Shepherd Clothes Closet collection bin 
(located in the hallway by Shepherd Hall) for 
him by the 30th! Items of particular need right 
now are summer clothes and shoes (for men, 
women, and children in all sizes), dresses for 
school age girls, men clothes and shoes (all siz-
es and seasons), and winter coats. 

https://www.northernnevadapride.org/parade
https://www.northernnevadapride.org/parade
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What is happening on the Matthew 25 Team? 
by Sharon Morse 
 
A former pastor once told me that when bad things happen in life, the response is either to get better or get bitter.  And 
following November 8, 2016, I remembered those words as I debated how I would live out the next four years.  I could 
choose hand-wringing and lambasting, which is not good for me and not very productive.  OR, I could figure out how to 
make life better for me and my neighbor.   About that time, I heard about the Matthew 25 Team, which seeks to be the 
hands and heart of our Lord, caring for "the least of these." 
 
As a retired social worker, caring for the hungry, the thirsty, the prisoner, the stranger, and the sick all appealed to me, 
so I joined this team.  If nothing else, I might mitigate some harm that could be dealt these groups  by government cut-
backs.   
 
  Generally we meet once a month to plan for the ongoing ministries of Second Mile Giving, Shared Harvest, the Good 
Shepherd’s Clothes Closet, AMMPARO, RIC, LEAN, and others.  But we are also there for one time needs, emergen-
cies, and loose affiliation with community endeavors such as refugee resettlement and Alzheimer's walks. 
 
If meetings aren't your thing (not mine either!) we're looking for particular talents:   

• artistry 

• sign-making 

• community activism 

• fundraising 

• organizational skills 

• carpentry . . . 
 
and the list will grow as new needs emerge.  See Pastor Amy or Judi Hein if you have gifts to share. We will not make 
you weary in well doing, but instead you will find refreshment for your soul. 
 
In Romans 8:31, we're asked what we will say to all this Grace from God.  I say, "Here am I, send me!"  (I've really noth-
ing more important to do in the next 40 years!) 

Invest in a Child's Future 
 
Getting off to a good start for the school year, sets the tone for a child for the 
school year ahead.  Having a backpack like the other kids in class, filled with the 
proper learning tools, makes a child feel prepared and as though he/she be-
longs. 
 
You can help this happen for a Mt. Rose Elementary School student who needs 
a little "boost" to start the coming year.  Please help a child by bringing backpacks and/or the following items, and place 
them in the box in the Welcoming Space during the month of July.  (School starts on August 7!) 

 

• Boxes of Crayola crayons 

• Watercolor cases 

• 4 oz. bottles of Elmer's school glue 

• #2 Ticonderoga pencils 

• Black dry erase markers 
 
Helping a child feel good about themselves, and feeling prepared at the start of school.  I can't think of a better invest-
ment as this school year begins!  

• Boxes of Kleenex 

• Boxes of sandwich freezer bags 

• Boxes of gallon size freezer bags 

• Colored pencils  
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The Gift of Homecooked 
Meals 
by Keri Moleta, Meals Ministry Leader 
 
In April I broke my elbow while rollerskating at a 
friend's birthday party.    Although there were positives 
in that I didn't have to have surgery and it was my left 
arm and I am right handed, etc. I was in a tremendous 
amount of pain and our home life was greatly disrupt-
ed.  As I continued to heal, my sleep was restless and 
spotty and I found my energy level was SO low that 
the simplest things could wear me out so afternoon 
naps and going to bed early became my norm.   
 
When meals were set up to be delivered by our Good 
Shepherd's meals ministry, it was an invaluable gift 
from our church community. Even though I have over-
seen this group for the last four years, I did what I lot 
of people do when I call them to set it up.  I thought 
Oh we are ok, we can manage.  I don't want to burden 
anybody, there might be someone else with a greater 
need than me.  However, I am so thankful I accepted 
the offer and for almost two weeks we had a delicious 
home-cooked meal magically show up to our door 
right around dinner time.  These meals were delicious 
plus we had leftovers the next day and there was no 
cooking or cleanup needed since everything was in 
disposable containers.  I was able to use my energy in 
the afternoon to help my kids since I knew dinner was 
taken care of.  So THANK YOU from the bottom of my 
heart to all who helped us out during that time.  
 
If you aren't familiar with the meals ministry here is a 
little more information:  

• We prepare meals for Good Shepherd members 

who might be recovering from surgery or hospitaliza-
tion, going through chemo or radiation treatments, just 
had a new baby or a death in the family. 

• We usually provide up to 6 meals or more per 

case if a member is going through multiple rounds of 
treatments. 

• I call the member to find out what days, dietary 

restrictions and food preferences/guidelines and if 
they are up for visitors or would like to have a cooler 
on their front porch that food can be dropped off in. 

• When you are on the ministry, you receive an 

email from me with all the details including days avail-
able, their address, and more.  You would simply read 
it; if it is convenient for you, you pick a slot and then 
make and deliver meal on your assigned day. 

• There is no pressure to make a meal every time a 

request comes in.  If it’s an inconvenient time or loca-
tion, simply delete the request. 
 
If you are interested in joining or have any questions, 
please contact me at kmo825@att.net or (858) 205-
7251. 

THE HUNGRY WEEK 
 
The Nevada Legislature is done until 2019, and 
most of the effort and news coverage was around 
school vouchers, energy, and marijuana.   Sen-
ate Bill 323 did not get much attention, but LEAN 
would like to highlight it because it deals with 
hunger and poverty.   Addressing poverty and 

the hunger that goes with it is what advocacy is all about.  
LEAN works to remove societal barriers that keep people from 
achieving all they can.  LEAN receives some of its financial sup-
port from the ELCA Hunger program.  
 
Many are aware of SNAP, formerly known as food stamps.  This is 
basically a federal program, but it is operated by each state.  One 
requirement of SNAP is that all who are able must either be work-
ing or looking for work or doing volunteer work.  Unfortunately 
there are areas in Nevada where jobs are scarce.  The limited 
waiver of the work requirement that Nevada received in the depth 
of the financial crisis is due to run out, cutting thousands of Ne-
vadans off from benefits.  Senate Bill 323 simply recognizes that 
there are still people who can’t find work, and calls for the state to 
seek a new waiver.  The bill also calls for the state to create public 
service programs for those who can’t find work, and to collaborate 
with the food banks in Nevada in order to most efficiently use re-
sources to meet demand.  It is estimated that Three Squares in 
Southern Nevada and the Food Bank in Northern Nevada serve 
500,000 people each year.  About 44% of food bank clients also 
receive SNAP benefits. 
 
One could ask why, if people receive SNAP benefits, are they go-
ing to food banks.  The answer is they run out before the end of 
the month.   The last week of the month was recently called 
“the hungry week in America.”  This comment came in a joint 
statement from ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. 
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church.  On 
May 18th, the two launched a three day fast, scheduled to end on 
May 21st, a Global Day of Prayer to End Famine.  The two 
churches have called on their members to join the fast on the 
21st of each month until the end of 2018.  The 21st of each 
month was chosen because by that time each month, 90% of 
SNAP benefits have been used, making the last week of the 
month “hungry week in America.” 
 
The Bishops’ statement says “We are calling for prayer, fast-
ing, and advocacy.  Fasting is an effort to clear our bodies, our 
hearts, and our minds from the distractions around us so that we 
may be more present to God.  Fasting from food is one option that 
many will choose.  But we invite people to take on other disci-
plines of self-denial, such as fasting from technology, or particular 
habits, which will help them rely more fully on God.  These days of 
fasting should be days of advocacy to oppose cuts to public pro-
grams that help hungry people living in poverty.”  Bishop Curry 
added, “We are asking you to join with other Christians and other 
people of goodwill to help our government reflect the best of the 
American spirit by feeding the hungry, caring for our children, and 
making sure that everyone has the opportunities for life and liberty 
not only in our country, but in our world.” 
 
LEAN hopes to present additional information and activities about 
fasting in solidarity with the hungry as we move through the year.  
Check our website, https://leanforjustice.wordpress.com/ 

mailto:kmo825@att.net
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July 23, 1pm, at Lord of Mercy 

 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Luther-
an churches who bring food once a month to working-
poor families.  They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries 
each month.  Bag assembly is at 1pm, July 23, at Lord of 
Mercy in Sparks. 
 
Our shopping list for July: 

• Chili (We need 41 cans.) 

• Macaroni & Cheese We need 55 boxes.) 

• Saltine Crackers (We need 41 sleeves.) 

• Tuna (We need 41 cans.) 

• Powdered Laundry Detergent (We need as many as 

possible.) 
 

Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940  
if you can assist. 

MAY Financial Report 
 

 
General  Operating Fund   

 

MAY Income:   $     48,131.02 

MAY Expense:                    $     43,711.43 

MAY Income/Expense $       4,419.59 

Year-to-date Income:   $   202,326.38 

Year-to-date Expenses:  $   223,017.27 

Income/Expense Year-to-Date: $    (-2,690.89) 

DEC. 31, 2016  Gen. Checking Bal.  $     33,391.73 

MAY 28, 2017 Gen. Checking Bal.  $     31,795.80 

 

Other Accounts:    

Project Lazarus   $      1,255.03 

Youth Fund $      3,603.57 

Columbarium Fund   $    16,606.73 

Memorial Fund $      4,190.22 

Building Funds (all)   $    79,270.89 

Mortgage balance   $  658,157.23 

 
Questions or Concerns?  Contact:  

Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finance  
 deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary 
 financial@goodshepherdreno.org 
Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer    
 lounkaren@aol.com 

June Worship Attendance 
  
              7:30     9am   11am Total 

6/4  26 (10am) 177  203 
6/11 21   97   112  230 
6/18 23   95     84  202 
6/25 22   58     67  167 

 

Ave. Weekly Worship Attendance:  201 

The Green Team is back in action!  At our June 20 meeting we 
did a little inventory of what our congregation already does to 
care for God’s great creation.  Though probably not a complete 
list, here is a sampling of our earth-care efforts so far: 

• Maybe one of the most important things we do is offer up a 

regular petition for the Care of Creation during worship at 
the 7:30 and 11 am services. 

• We use green cleaning products and proudly display signs 

in the bathrooms to say so! 

• In lieu of disposable products, there are ceramic mugs 

available  

• The coffee served is locally sourced and then recycled for 

garden compost. 

• There are recycling bins available in both the offices and 

the fellowship spaces. 

• Living greenery is part of the office as well as the worship 

space. 

• We only send offering envelopes as requested and custom-

ize those according to frequency of giving. 

• Single-side printed office paper is re-used as “scratch” pa-

per or made into note-pads. 

• Our HVAC units are programmed to go on only to heat or 

cool spaces as necessary. 

• The lights in the bathrooms and nursery are automatic so 

that they only go on when the rooms are in use.   

• We turn off other lights when not in use. 

• We have employed xeriscaping in our landscape, and main-

tain it on an automatic drip system. 

• The toilets in the new church building are auto-flush. 

• The Kids Community incorporates Care of Creation into 

their lessons. 

• Shaun has a “Green Bible”.  Ask him what that means! 

Next VOICE Deadline 
Would you like to submit an article, essay, 
poem, picture, save the date, event, or story 
for the August Voice?  Send your items by 
Friday, July 21 to Maribeth Doerr at          
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.   

mailto:deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:financial@goodshepherdreno.org
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Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have 
color photos in our publications 
and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do 
NOT want your photo included in 
any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let 
them know.  Otherwise, you may 
see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, 
and people new to the faith. 

 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus,  
have doubts, or do not believe. 

 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome 
by the church.   

 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability 
and challenge, sexual orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that 

we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender persons to participate 
in the life of the congregation. 

 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers. 
This is a place where you are welcome to celebrate and grieve, 

to rejoice and recover.   

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 

This is a place where lives are made new. 

 

Come and see! 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Where to Park 

 
 

On Sundays and Weekdays after 7pm: 

• Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church) 
 including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior 
 spots 

• 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney) 

• 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot) 

• 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building) 

• 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services) 
 

On-the-street parking any day: 

• California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St. 

• Ridge St. EAST of Clay St. 
 

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on: 

• Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St. 

Church Office Hours  
 

The church office (Ministry Center) is lo-
cated next to the church at 357 Clay 
Street.  Office hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 9am to 5pm and Friday, 9am to 
4pm.   

775-329-0696 
Fax:  775-329-0703 

Email:  staff@goodshepherdreno.org 
GoodShepherdReno.org 

PASTORS 
 
 

Pr. J. Erik Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

Co-Lead Pastor 
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Pastoral Care Assistant 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

Shaun O’Reilly 
Director 

shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Rhea Agpaoa 

Student Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 

 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Andrea Lenz 

Organist 
 

Jennie Tibben 
Choir Director 

 
Nathan Hickox-Young 

AV Specialist 
 

Iris Maytan 
Organist Emeritus 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
 

 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Marijo Rosevear 

Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller 

Events Coordinator 

Notary Public Service  
Available at  

Good Shepherd 
Office Coordinator Mari-
beth Doerr is a Notary 
Public.  If you need docu-
ments notarized, call the 
office to schedule an ap-
pointment with Maribeth.  
She’ll be happy to notarize 
your documents free (with 
proper identification of 
course!).      ❖ 

mailto:staff@goodshepherdreno.org
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
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Highlights from “Begin Forever” — a youth group from 
Bethel Lutheran in Cupertino, CA who performed for us 

June 16.  Thanks to all who came to support them! 

This group came with their own equipment and lighting.   
Note the colorful lights on our walls! 






